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Claims 

1. Peptide powder containing 0.10-10 wt% (based on the peptide) of a chelating agent 
and having an average degree of polymerization of 2-600, or its aqueous solution. 

2. Powder or its aqueous solution described in Claim 1, containing 0.50-5 wt% (based on 
the peptide) of a chelating agent. 

3. Powder or its aqueous solution described in Claim 1, wherein the peptide is a silk 
peptide or collagen peptide. 

4. Powder or its aqueous solution described in Claim 1, wherein the chelating agent is 
EDTA, sodium tripolyphosphate, or sodium hexametaphosphate. 

5. Powder or its aqueous solution described in Claim 1, wherein the peptide has an 
average degree of polymerization of 4-100. 

6. A method for the manufacture of an aqueous solution of a peptide having an average 
degree of polymerization of 2-600 or powder thereof, characterized in that a protein aqueous 
solution obtained by dissolving silk fibroin or collagen in an aqueous medium is hydrolyzed or 
not hydrolyzed, treated with 0.10-10 wt% (based on the peptide) of a chelating agent, adjusted to 
pH 4.5-7.5, subjected to precision filtration with a filtration pore diameter below 1 /im, then 
dried if needed. 

7. The manufacturing method described in Claim 6, wherein the protein aqueous solution 
is a silk fibroin aqueous solution obtained by dissolving a silk raw material in an aqueous 
solution of calcium or magnesium chloride or nitrate. 

8. The manufacturing method described in Claim 6, wherein the protein aqueous solution 
is a collagen aqueous solution obtained by treating natural collagen in water at pH 1.5-4.0 with 
an acid-resistant proteinase. 
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9. The manufacturing method described in Claim 6, wherein the hydrolysis is carried out 
with an acid, alkali, or enzyme. 

* * * 
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